
Every dog  
has a purposE.

Ellie’s is the most  
important of all.

Activity Kit



Help the rescue dog find her way 
through the maze and save the 

missing person. 

 

Use a pen, pencil, or Crayon to work your way through the maze.
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Unscramble the letters to find the hidden word!
Answers: 1) shepard, 2) rescue, 3) find, 4) helicopter, 5) police, 6) Labrador retriever, 7) recovery, 8) nose, 9) search, 10) border collie, 11) training, 12) canine,  
13) hide and seek, 14) firefighter, 15) play, 16) golden retriever
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Test your knowledge of  
search-and-rescue dogs with  
these true or false questions
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2) Search-and-rescue  
dogs can begin training  

at any age.
T         F

9) Handlers have to 
train as much, if not 
more, than the dogs.

T         F

1) All search-and- 
rescue dogs are  

German Shepard Dogs.
T         F

6) Search-and-rescue dogs  
receive six months of training 

before becoming certified.
T         F

4) Only policemen  
and firefighters can 
train rescue dogs.

T         F

5) Water rescue dogs  
can swim four miles or 

more in the open ocean.
T         F

7) Rescue dogs 
primarily find people 

using sight.
T         F

11) Saint Bernards are 
particularly good at working 

in tropical climates.
T         F

8) Search-and-rescue dogs 
use a variety of ways to alert 

their handlers that they 
have found someone.

T         F

10) The way a puppy plays is a  
good indicator of whether or  

not they have the skills to become 
a search-and-rescue dog.

T         F

3) Search-and-rescue dogs 
sometimes travel internationally 

to help with disaster relief.
T         F

12) Smart puppies  
that are independent and  

willful are often chosen to train as  
search-and-rescue dogs.

T         F

Answers: 1. F; many different breeds can be search-and-rescue dogs including Golden Retrievers, Saint Bernards, Belgian Malinois, Border Collies, and Labrador Retrievers. 
2. F; Most dogs begin training when they are one year old or younger. 3. T; Search-and-rescue dogs have helped with disaster relief in Japan and Haiti. 4. F; Although search-
and-rescue work is often too dangerous for children, any adult who is interested and meets the certification requirements can volunteer. 5. T; In order to be certified for water 
rescue, dogs are required to be able to swim four miles in the open ocean. 6. F; Rescue dogs on can spend up to two years training for certification. 7. F; Dogs primarily use 
their sense of smell to find people. 8. T; A dog may bark or use body language to alert their handlers that they have found someone. 9. T; Handlers must be in good physical 
shape to keep up with their dogs. They also must know some basic first aid as well as be able to navigate the wilderness and follow maps. 10. T; If a puppy is focused in his 
play, it can be an indicator that he will be focused in his work and make a good search-and-rescue dog. 11. F; Saint Bernards with their heavy coats are better suited to cold 
climates and working in the snow. F; It is important that puppies chosen to become search-and-rescue dogs also be obedient and able to follow commands



Create your 
own search-
and-rescue  
dog mask!
Color the mask with 
Crayons, colored pencils, or 
markers and cut along the 
dotted line to create your 
own mask.

Make holes on either side of 
the mask and attach elastic 
or string tied to size.

 Search and  
Find Game 
Once the masks are 
created, take turns being 

the search-and-rescue dog 
that finds the children

Step 1: Designate a child  
to be the “rescue dog” and  
to wear their mask

Step 2: Have the “rescue dog” 
close their eyes and count 
to twenty while the rest of 
the children hide within a 
designated area

Step 3: The “rescue dog”  
is given three minutes to find  

all the children

Step 4: Once the time is up or all the 
children are found, whichever comes first,  

pick a new “rescue dog” and repeat

Illustration by Richard Cowdrey
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Illustration by Richard Cowdrey
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Color the image and cut along the dotted line  
to create your bookmark.  

 

Use it to keep track of were you are as you join Ellie on her adventures.

ellie’s
story

a dog’s purposE novel

w. bruce cameron

Cut out and 
insert finger to 

make a paw

Cut out and 
insert finger to 

make a paw
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Use Crayons, colored pencils, or markers  
to color the below scene



Illustration by Richard Cowdrey
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Use Crayons, colored pencils, or markers  
to color the below scene



Illustration by Richard Cowdrey
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Use Crayons, colored pencils, or markers  
to color the below scene



Hardcover, Trade paperback, eBook, and Macmillan Audio

Hardcover and eBook Hardcover and eBook

Hardcover, Trade paperback, eBook, and Macmillan Audio

“Anyone who has ever loved a dog needs 
to read this wise, touching, often hilarious novel.”

Dr. Marty Becker, resident veterinarian
on Good Morning America

Don’t miss these 
heartwarming stories of the unbreakable 

bonds between humans and canines from

W. Bruce Cameron

“An amazing book. I laughed and smiled and cried. Wise ... 
and sure to open the hearts of all who read it.”

Alice Walker, Pulitzer Prize-winning of The Color Purple, on A Dog’s Purpose

New York Times Bestselling Author


